yong chen quietly but steadily taking roots in the public consciousness. Closely modeling Song-Ming Neo-Confucian academies and essentially without offfĳi-cial patronage, these newly established academies are strongly committed to a religious ambition: diachronically, to carry on daotong (the thread of the Dao) from the hands of the Song-Ming Neo-Confucians; and synchronically, to ward offf "heresies"-with Christianity being the most convenient candidate. Unlike traditional Confucian academies that were often stranded between the "private" and the "offfĳicial," the newly established Confucian academies are very conscious of their non-offfĳicial, nongovernmental role from the very beginning.
The more recent resurgence of traditional Confucian rites has only sporadically made its way into national news and has drawn less attention from the public, yet it testifĳies to a strong commitment to restoring Confucianism as a holistic tradition. Although traditionally Confucianism claimed to have possessed hundreds of rites to constitute the norms of society, nowadays we have witnessed the restoration of a few only of them, such as the worship of Confucius, the Confucian matrimonial ceremony, and the "pen-opening" ceremony (initiation into school age). In contrast to the state patronage of the sacrifĳice to the Yellow Emperor or other national ancestors, which undoubtedly ferments nationalistic sentiments, these newly restored rites are steadfastly trying to adhere to Confucian norms and to recruit loyal followers.
By surveying the varied manifestations of Confucianism as a living tradition from the grassroots, my chapter is intended to investigate the social mechanisms that give rise to this Confucian renaissance and what it means to a rapidly modernizing society where no single ideology can claim to have taken hold of public consciousness. It has been argued that, in order to regain its contemporary relevance, Confucianism has to be engaged in daily practices and to serve as a meaning system for society. It is in this sense that my chapter will provide a perspective for understanding how the Chinese people have striven to employ Confucianism to search for meaning and solidarity in post-Confucian times.
The Campaign for Reciting Confucian Classics
The campaign for reciting Confucian classics has come into public consciousness in recent years and has been involved in recurrent controversies. The campaign was formally initiated on mainland China in 1993 by Wang Caigui, a disciple of the late New Confucian scholar Mou Zongsan.
